
Penpix of Directors 

 Mike Southcombe - Hassocks - Chair of Trustees 

Mike has been Vice Chair of FFT Ltd for the past six years and succeeded Tony Sellwood 
as chairman in March 2007. He retired as a director of George Wimpey City Ltd in 2009 
and has been on the board here virtually since the building was acquired in 1991. With his 
great experience in project management Mike has helped oversee the building development 
to its current shape. Under his leadership the structure of the Board is in the process of 
re-organisation and the project to develop the site further is being advanced with the 
proposed activities hall the next item on the agenda. 

 Ruth Aldridge – Horsham 

Ruth has been living in Horsham for 14 years having escaped London and the fens [well almost]. 
When not at home with family, husband Chris and 2 children of secondary school age, she is 
employed by West Sussex County Council in the Children and Young Peoples Service where she 
works with children at risk, helping families find a way through their problems, or where this is 
not possible, seeking alternative permanent homes for the children. The family are members 
of St Marks Church, Horsham. Ruth likes to relax by walking the family dog, gardening and 
theatre trips 

 Trevor Hollingum – Hassocks 

Trevor lives in Mid Sussex and is married with four children who are all of adult age. He is an 
active member of The Point Anglican Church, which seeks to be a Church that is accessible to 
everyone. A board member for four years, Trevor is employed as an engineer to manage 
projects within the water industry and his particular role on the board is currently to work 
with the building development and the finance groups. To relax and exercise, Trevor enjoys hill 
walking and sailing. 

 Carol Johnson - West Chiltington 

Carol lives in West Chiltington, and is a member of Ashington C of E Church. She is 
married with a family, and is retired from a lifelong career as a Social Worker.  Her 
main field of experience is with people of all ages with disabilities, or special needs. 
She is also a Trustee for a small grant making charity.  Her particular role as a 
Dalesdown Trustee is to be part of the Centre Management  Group, which gives on-
going support to the  Centre Manager, and to assist with the management of the Bursary Fund which enables 
disadvantaged youngsters to come to Dalesdown.     

 Graham Martin - Storrington  

Graham has been living in Storrington for 15 years and having graduated from 
Portsmouth University with a Masters in Computer Engineering has set up a 

highly regarded IT company called Brandstar UK Ltd *tm  offering excellent all 
round Computer solutions for a wide range of clients. Graham has provided first 
class support in the development of the Dalesdown computer, network, database 
& website systems and in January 2009 joined the FFT Ltd board as a trustee. 
Outside of work Graham is heavily involved in local children’s and youth work and 
is part of the leadership team at Storrington Community Church. 

 
 

http://brandstar.co.uk/wp/


 Steve Morgan-Gurr – Leicester 

STEVE, a 'preacher's kid', has been involved with churches in different parts of the country from an early age. 
Settling in Leicester, he worked in administration for many years, and then with Relate, joining Children 
Worldwide in 1996. Specialising in songwriting and puppets, he believes that children deserve the best. He and 
Kay have already recorded 3 CDs and their songs are being used increasingly widely. 
Steve's hobbies are twanging stringed instruments and riding his motorbike. 

 Kay Morgan-Gurr - Leicester  

KAY was a 'special needs' children's nurse until God called her into children's work 
about 15 years ago. After a couple of years with Scripture Union, she joined 
Children Worldwide. Kay loves telling Bible stories in a way that brings them alive to 
children, and is often assisted by Albert, her 'real puppet' chimpanzee. Although an accomplished singer and 
flautist, these days you are more likely to hear her talking about the Children Act! She relaxes by doing cross-
stitch. Steve & Kay have specific responsibilities towards the work of Children Worldwide 

 John Riddell – Petworth – Vice Chair 

John is part of the leadership team of Petworth Community Church. He and his wife Sue, 
worked for seven years in the 1970s with David & Wendy Iliffe in evangelistic missions across 
West Sussex. In a family partnership John farms 600 acres of land. He has a passion to see 
God’s purposes worked out with regard to our connection with the land. He has made a lifetime 
commitment, to encourage partnerships, involving individuals, fresh initiatives and relevant 
church, bringing spiritual life to rural communities across the South Downs area. He is Vice 
chair of the Board, is chair of the Centre Management Group as well as having involvement with 
Children Worldwide and our twinned Centre in Latvia. His experience of managing people land and property are 
invaluable to the Board. 
 

 Sue Riddell – Petworth 

Sue is married to John (also a Director) and part of the Petworth  
Community Church leadership team.  Sue and John have  a married daughter and two 
grandchildren. Sue works as a spiritual director, and has taught on a Spiritual Direction 
Course in Nutbourne.  Her role on the Board is to bring a prayer/prophetic perspective, and 
to give prayer mentoring support to Dalesdown’s staff.  Sue is also part of the Centre 
Management  Group,  and the Bursary Fund subgroup.  
 

 Janet Sharp  - Littlehampton 

Janet is headteacher of a school which uses Dalesdown for their residential annual 
camp.  As a member of Children Worldwide, she is also involved in the planning of the 
summer Christian camps where all of her family are involved in various roles.  She is 
passionate about giving children the very best opportunities to develop, and have fun 
getting to know Jesus.  She is involved, when time allows, with a Church children's club. 
She brings over 25 years of running residential trips to the board's work. 
 

 Richard Webb – Horsham 

Richard has been living in Horsham for 26 years and is a retired Water Engineer. He has been 
on the Board since the inception of the Trust and brings with him a wealth of experience in IT 
and project management. He is involved in a number of new and innovative projects with 
churches across the South East of England and is currently working as the Development 
Officer for Horsham Churches Together. 

 

http://www.relate.org.uk/
http://www.childrenworldwide.co.uk/
http://www.childrenworldwide.co.uk/
http://www.scripture.org.uk/
http://www.childrenworldwide.co.uk/

