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Dear Praying Friends of Dalesdown, 

What a stunning sunny drive through the bluebell woodland leading to Dalesdown this 

morning.  Maybe this flavours my feelings as I endeavour to bring you a taste of the 

atmosphere here, but there is a sense that some of the difficulties of ‘winter’ are past 

and hard work now has come into fruition.  The three members of staff in today and I 

have found no difficulty with thanksgiving during the coffee prayer time and I would 

like to share some of these items with you,  as we recognise prayer partners as such an 

important part of the team here. 

 

OFFICE SYSTEMS  are not normally talked much 

about but this is about technology and good  practice 

providing optimum working conditions and relieving 

stress.  The office team headed up by Cliff , together 

with input by directors and outside wisdom, have 

achieved excellence in areas of statistics, financial 

record keeping, publicity through website and pro-

motional material, bookings, data protection,  centre 

management and that which comes under the head-

ing of ógovernanceô.  This includes such items as risk 

assessment,  health, safety and wellbeing of staff / 

users and  child protection.  Alongside  this so much 

to do with building and grounds has been handled.  

An example is  the stripping out of the complete sew-

age plant, of which Cliff has just shown me a photo-

graphic  record he madeð invaluable for future ref-

erence. 

 

Why is this important?  Dalesdown, whilst appreciat-

ing voluntary practical support and donated finance 

for extra development has always run as a self suffi-

cient business concern.  As long as this side runs 

smoothly, there are energy and time resources to 

expend on the reason for Dalesdownôs existence, - a 

facility for the Lord to use to bless the many young 

people and adults who, for one reason or another,  

find themselves in residence. 

 

Forgive this rather long report, but I do wish to ac-

knowledge on your behalf what feels to me like a 

major achievement. 

 SPORTS HALL DEVELOPMENT 

The red line is computer generated 

to denote funding already in hand 

for the brickwork.  We were up to 

the blue line, thanks to recent dona-

tions we are up to the red line. 

Maybe you would like to push it up 

a bit further!   
 

Other groundworks completed in-

clude the re-siting of the volleyball 

court, the camp fire seating,  and the 

siting/shelving out of a Children 

Worldwide camp storage cabin. 

PEOPLE 

New volunteer Chris demonstrates to 

Cliff how it’s done (cover still on saw) 

 I just wanted to say a 

big thank you for 

letting us use your 

amazing centre last 

weekend (27 - 29th 

March -  Liquid Youth 

Group) I thoroughly en-

joyed every minute of 

my stay, and thought it 

was the perfect place 

to spend a sunny week-

end while learning more 

about my faith. The 

facilities were superb, 

and catered for every-

thing. There was so 

much to do! I could 

have stayed for a week!  

Quiet 
Days 

QUIET DAYS  

Such a blessed time was enjoyed recently under the 

leadership of Sue Riddell.  Do book early if you are 

planning to join the October days with Hilary Malpass.    

Good progress now by Bern who broke 

his arm badly after slipping on mud.  

Volunteer Peter Jones has taken on 

some of Bern’s practical work as Bern 

is not yet back to work. 
 

Cliff faces keyhole surgery in May and 

still has a paralysed vocal cord, but 

otherwise is well. 
 

Development worker Sarah Covington 

put all local churches and schools on 

the database, a major achievement 

whilst here. She has returned to teach-

ing but will be back often to lead 

camps. 

GALA WEEKEND 19th, 20th June 2009 
We would be so glad to see you if you can attend  

either the FUNDRAISING DINNER which was 

so enjoyable last year or the  

FAMILY FUN DAY  

when you will also be able to see for yourself the 

changes taking place as a result of your  

Prayers. 

Mothers 
and 
toddlers 



Thank you for prayers 

Concerning: 

 

Health and teamwork:  
In spite of the challenges, both Cliff and 

Bern and team seem encouraged and in 

good spirits. 
 

Development: 

Mud was appalling during the Winter.  

Nevertheless now the building structure 

is in place. Brickwork comes next fol-

lowed, as funding is forthcoming, by the 

roof and interior. 
 

Quiet Days: 

Beautifully led with a lovely sense of 

the Lord’s presence. 
 

Summer Camps: 

Publicity available and preparations fur-

ther advanced than normal.  Valuable 

work accomplished by Sarah in her time 

here in the CW office. 
 

Excellent feedback from groups. 
 

Please pray, or continue 

to pray for 

 

All staff, trustees and volunteers, espe-

cially health issues. 
 

Bookings to come in for the Sports Ac-

tivities weekend 8-10 May. 
 

A smooth passage for the installation of 

our new water supply this summer. 
 

Bookings to come in for the winter 

months. 
 

Cook for CW Children’s camps. 
 

The Sports Hall Development. 
 

The Gala Weekend. 
 

Development worker—wisdom to know 

how to replace Sarah. 
 

Schools. 

 


